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Faculty Accomplishments and News (in alphabetical order):
Oforiwaa Aduonum has been named the recipient of the 2021 Outstanding
University Creative Activity Award. She will be formally recognized at the
Research Awards Event on April 8th. Congratulations, Oforiwaa!
Allison Alcorn had the privilege of being a guest lecturer for the ISU Symphony
Orchestra this month, talking about Handel and the social, political, and legal
contexts of his Op. 6 Grand Concerti. The Symphony is playing the Op. 6/No. 7
concerto this semester. As a member of the Board of Governors and Vice
President-Elect for the American Musical Instrument Society, Allison is working
on the society’s 2021 virtual meetings scheduled for June.
Ruben Balboa contributed a video to the Brownsville Public Library System in
honor of National Viola Day. If you forgot to celebrate National Viola Day on
January 30th, be sure to watch the video!
Glenn Block reports that the ISU Symphony and on-line Orchestra Literature
Seminar have begun classes. There are 24 strings electing to play Face-to-Face in
rehearsals that were held online for the first two weeks. String orchestra
rehearsals will begin Week #3 preparing repertoire to be streamed in a concert in
late February with music by Handel, Britten and a world premiere by
Argentinian composer Claudio Alsuyet. There are 14 strings who have elected to
take the on-line Orchestra Literature/Mahler Symphonies seminar. The ISU
Concerto-Aria Competition was held on Wednesday, January 27.
Congratulations to all the finalists and their teachers for their wonderful

Upcoming Events:
2/1/21
Guest Artist Recital: Patrice
Eaton, soprano
7:00 p.m., online event
2/2/21
Faculty Recital: Cora
Swenson Lee, cello
8:00 p.m., livestream event
2/12/21
Guest lecture: Jorja Fleezanis
“What does music mean to
you?”

3:00 p.m. via Zoom

2/17/21 & 2/18/21
Workshop: “Trauma
Informed Teaching”

10:00 a.m./1:00 p.m. via Zoom

2/19/21
Discussion: “Cultural
Capital (The Canon)”
11:00 a.m. via Zoom
2/21/21
ISU Symphony Orchestra
3:00 p.m., livestream event
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performances! The jury consisted of Dr. Sey Ahn, Director of Ensembles at
Illinois Wesleyan University and Dr. Timothy Semanik, Director of Orchestras at
Bradley University. The jury expressed how impressed they were of the high level
of performances by our students and the contributions from our outstanding
artist faculty!
Tim Fredstrom provided a professional development workshop on
instructional differentiation for the Morton Junior High and High School fine
arts faculty on January 4.
Phillip Hash (music education) served as a curriculum consultant for the
Mahomet-Seymour Community Schools during the fall semester. He also
published an article, “Remote Learning in School Bands During the COVID-19
Shutdown,” in the January issue of the Journal of Research in Music Education.
The article is available to everyone through the publisher at no cost. Dr. Hash
served as a visiting scholar at Penn State University on December 3, 2020. He
presented three lectures online including “Program (Re)Building for First-Year
Music Educators", "Music Instruction at Selected State Normal Schools during
the Nineteenth Century", and “Research is My Performance Area: Building a
Publication Record in Music Education". He also presented a guest lecture on
“The History of the Wind Band” in January to the Providence Catholic High
School Band, under the direction of Lawrence Rogers (MMed, 2020). Starting in
January, Dr. Hash will serve a six-year term on the Executive Committee of the
Society for Research in Music Education of the National Association for Music
Education (NAfME). This committee oversees research activities for the
organization including publications, grants, and conferences.
Martha Horst’s The Universe Remembers Gravitational Waves for harp, violin, and
viola will be premiered by the Grossman Ensemble during a special Zoom
webinar on March 12, 2021. Details on how to register for this event may be
found at: https://chicagopresents.uchicago.edu/concerts-and-events/concertstream-miniatures-members-grossman-ensemble.

Upcoming Events, cont’d:
2/21/21
Recital Celebrating Black
History Month
7:00 p.m., online event
2/23/21
Convocation Recital
11:00 a.m., livestream event
2/24/21 - 2/28/21
Guest lectures: SoSoonArtists
MWF 11:00 a.m. via Zoom
2/24/21
Symphonic Band
8:00 p.m., livestream event
2/26/21
Symphonic Winds
8:00 p.m., livestream event
2/28/21
Wind Symphony
4:00 p.m., livestream event
Livestream events
can be accessed at:
finearts.illinoisstate.edu/live

Dr. Cora Swenson Lee presents a faculty recital on Tuesday February 2nd at 8pm,
available via livestream, with Dr. Ruben Balboa on
viola and Dr. Claire-Chung Lim (Indiana
University) on piano. The program features works
by women composers spanning the 19th-21st
centuries. In January, Dr. Lee and the string
department hosted luthier John Delmonico for a
workshop on best practices for setting up and
maintaining string instruments. The cello studio will
also host Dr. Benjamin Whitcomb (University of
Wisconsin-Whitewater) in early February, for an
Dr. Marinello and students rehearse for an upcoming concert.
interactive session on practicing Popper etudes.
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Tony Marinello led a successful round of Ensemble Auditions for
the Spring, 2021 semester. Students in all three ensembles have been
placed in medium-sized ensembles (15-20 winds) and started
rehearsing with all the necessary COVID mitigations. Additionally,
students participating in live ensembles are strongly encouraged to
utilize the ISU COVID Testing Facilities on at least a weekly basis.
The ensembles are currently rehearsing and plan to give live concerts
without audience at the end of February that will be livestreamed on
our new updated equipment! Tony is extremely thankful to all of his
colleagues in the School of Music for their supportand assistance in
making it possible to make live music in person again!
The Linden Duo (Kim Risinger & Angelo Favis) performed the
world premiere of the flute/guitar version of Stacy Garrop's Suenos de
Flamenco on January 24.
2021.

Dr. Snyder gives lecture to students in New
Lenox, IL, via Zoom.

Congratulations to the
2021 Concerto-Aria Winners!
Samantha Adams, flute
Student of Dr. Kimberly Risinger
Qingyang Yu, piano
Student of Dr. Geoffrey Duce
Honorable Mentions:
Daniel King, clarinet
Student of Dr. David Gresham
Miguel Lumbao, guitar
Student of Dr. Angelo Favis

David Snyder was invited
to teach a Zoom lesson on
the Romantic Style Period in Music to the Providence HS Band in
New Lenox, IL, directed by alum Lawrence Rogers in preparation for
an assignment comparing other Romantic art forms to musical ones.
Dr. Snyder also created a virtual horn quartet with Christine Hansen
and the other members of the IVSO horn section. He was also asked
to review a journal article submission for the Educational Research and
Review titled, Examination of the music lesson behavior of students studying at
primary education level.

Michelle Vought was a featured actress and singer with the
Holiday Zoomtacular where she had the privilege of sharing the
stage with her son Nicholas. The holiday show could be seen on
Youtube from December through January.
Announcements and Reminders
If you have facilities problems in Cook Hall, please contact
Michelle Vought in the Holiday Zoomtacular.
Tim Schachtschneider. For problems in other spaces, contact
Mona Hubbard. For emergencies after hours or on weekends, dial
438-5656. All events scheduled through Peggy DeHaven in CE 225 will be listed on the University Calendar.
Please check your events for accuracy and let Peggy know if corrections need to be made. If your event does not
yet have a description included, send the necessary text to Peggy so that she may add it to your event
announcement.
Safety Reminders: Remember to lock your office door when working outside of regular business hours. If you
need an escort at night, call Redbird Safe Walk at 438-8631.

